For Immediate Release 
May 9, 2001 


Contact: Stacie Leatherman, (216) 707-2265 


New Performance Series Highlights Summer Evenings at CMA 

CLEVELAND — In the spirit of the museum's celebrated VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts, CMA will 
present acclaimed dance troupes and world music superstars to usher In the spirit of summer. 
Carnevale, a new performing arts series at the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA), will enhance the 
museum's popular Summer Evenings programming. Most of the ensembles — hailing from such 
diverse countries as India, Ireland, Mali, Spain, and Vietnam — will make their Cleveland debuts in this 
series. All concerts will take place on Fridays, June through August, at 7:30 p.m. in Gartner Auditorium. 
For a Carnevale brochure, call the museum's ticket center at 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 
www.clevelandart.orq . 

"Our performing arts offerings have been so popular in recent summers that tickets became 
necessary. By giving the series Its own name — Carnevale — and formalizing tickets with a subscription 
component, we've taken it to the next level." says Massoud Saidpour, CMA's artistic director of 
performing arts. "Now those who love all of our offerings can subscribe and have their tickets in one 
convenient package." 

Dance 

Madrid's largest daily newspaper, ABC, has called the Eva Yerbabuena Flamenco Company 
"exuberant, a prodigy of technique, strength, and knowledge." Led by Yerbabuena, considered one of 
the most important figures in Spain's new flamenco world, the eight-member ensemble will perform 
traditional dances as well as instrumental and vocal music. They will make their Cleveland debut on 
June 8. 

On June 15, the critically acclaimed New York company Gina Gibney Dance will perform 
Several Truths 'm its Cleveland debut. Brimming with emotion and intricately crafted choreography, this 
piece is a series of portraits of women who share a need to find identity, understanding, and connection. 
The New York Times has described Gibney "as a poet of modern dance today. Her work measures the 
movement of the heart and soul." 

The former Cleveland Ballet's lead dancers Karen Gabay and Raymond Rodriguez will come to 
the museum on June 22 for Just Duet! Accompanied by live musicians, their eclectic program will range 
from classical ballet to theatrical jazz, including choreographic premiers by Gabay. 
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On July 6, Kathak Dance of India: The Chitresh Das Company will make its Cleveland debut. 
Led by Pandit Chitresh Das, one of the foremost exponents of Kathak dance, this ensemble of musicians 
and dancers will interpret dramatic stories that originated in the lavish, ancient courts of India. 
Selections will also include pure dance forms. The San Francisco Examinerhas said that Das's Kathak 
dance carries "tremendous rhythmic force ... pure delight." 

On Aug. 17, Song of the Banyan: Dance and Music of Vietnam with the Phong Nguyen 
Ensemble will bring the delicate pitch bends, ornaments, and subtle and sweet slides that make 
Vietnamese vocal and instrumental music special to listeners. In this program, Phong Nguyen, a leading 
practitioner of Vietnamese music in the U.S.. will lead his eight-member ensemble in dance, vocal, and 
instrumental pieces. 

Former Broadway stars of "Forever Tango," Diego and Carolina, join the New York-Buenos 
Aires Connection for an alluring evening full of dramatic explosions when they present Tango 
Argentina! on Aug. 24. Led by the bandoneOnmaslar Raul Jaurena and the Argentinean bassist Pablo 
Aslan, this program marks the finale to this year's Carnevale series. "Tantalizing tango that for 
aesthetics or acrobatics would be hard to equal." — New York Magazine. 

Music 

Alessandra Beiloni and Company will present Tarantata: Dance of the Ancient Spider 
on July 13. For two decades, vocalist and percussion virtuosa Alessandra Beiloni has revived the vital 
power of Southern Italian Pugliese songs; here, she Isjoined by Steve Corn (flute, sax, clarinet), John La 
Barbera (guitar), Joe Deninzon (violin), and guest percussionists Jamey Haddad and Gordon Gottleib, 
”A remarkable performance, enhanced by a group of superb musicians." — Los Angeles Times. 

Allan will make its Cleveland debut performing Songs of the Red Crow on July 20. From quiet, 
touching old Irish songs to hard hitting reels andjigs, their dynamic live performances have moved 
audiences from Donegal to Tokyo. The Boston Giobehas called them "the hottest group in the Celtic 
realm these days." 

Rokia Traore, described as "Mall's hottest new singing star" by the Viliage Voice, and her 
ensemble have won many accolades in the West. She will make her Cleveland debut on Aug. 3. Her 
album, (harmonla mundl, 2000), was on the Critics' Choice list of The New York Times ar\6 

Billboard Magazine, among others. Her uniquely tender voice lends subtle urgency to lyrics that are 
uncompromisingly humanistic. 
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Subscriptions and Single Tickets 

Charter subscribers to Carnevale receive guaranteed seating priority for these performances and savings 
from 15% to 35% off the full ticket price. The two separate concert packages are as follows: 


Five-Concert Series ($64) 

Gina Gibney Dance: Several Truths 

Karen Gabay & Raymond Rodriguez: Just Duet! 

Alessandra Belloni and Company, Tarantata: Dance of the Ancient Spider 
Phong Nguyen Ensemble, Song of the Banyan: Dance and Music of Vietnam 
Tango Argentina! 

Four-Concert Series f$58) 

Eva Yerbabuena Flamenco Company 
Kathak Dance of India; The Chitresh Das Company 
Aitan: Song of the Red Crow 
Rokia Traore: Music of Mali 

Subscriptions for all nine performances are $115. CMA members receive additional discounts for the 
nine-concert package. Single tickets will range from $14 to $20 ($11 to $16, CMA members) and can be 
ordered by calling 1'888-CMA-0033 or online at www.clevelandart.org . 

For more information about the CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 
www.clevelandart.orQ . 

### 

Summer Evenings and Carnevale are sponsored by Ameritech/SBC. Promotional support is provided 
by Cleveland Magazine and WNWV 107.3 The Wave. 
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